
Note from the Principal 

September 22, 2020 

 

Dear Families, 
 

As we move into our third week of distance learning, we are all settling into the 

new rituals and routines.  Throughout last week I witnessed so many positive things 

going on in classrooms.  While distance learning is not the preferred way of doing 

school for many of us, in my observations, our staff is doing an outstanding job of 

ensuring a consistent, engaging, supportive and positive on-line learning experience 

for our students.  Thank you to all who have reached out with notes of 

encouragement, acknowledgement, and feedback for our staff.  It is much 

appreciated! 

 

Last week, we kicked off National Hispanic Heritage month.  I shared some 

information about this in my Monday Morning announcement to students and will 

continue to highlight this throughout the month.  Classrooms will also be engaged in 

various activities to learn more about why we recognize National Hispanic Heritage 

month between September 15 and October 15 each year.  One of our goals this 

year is to be more intentional about recognizing the Heritage months and offering 

students and families opportunities to learn about the significance of the Heritage 

months that we celebrate in the United States. While learning about the heritage 

and culture of others should not be confined to a specific month, I do believe that 

being more intentional about recognizing these months is an area of growth for us.  

I am looking forward to learning about, honoring and celebrating the heritage that 

our students and families bring to the Burroughs community! 

 

Our first Site Council and PTA meetings of the school year are tonight and I look 

forward to connecting with many families!  For families who are new to Burroughs, 

PTA meetings are a wonderful opportunity to network and get involved in the many 

wonderful things that go on in our community. 

 

It will be October before we know it!  Please watch for information coming out 

soon regarding conference dates, round two of learning materials distribution, and 

the flu shot clinic. 

 

Please feel free to reach out by phone, email, or in person, with any questions that 

may arise.   



 

Sincerely, 

 

Ana Bartl          

Principal        

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

• Free School Meal Boxes for All Youth- All families are invited to pick up 

free school meal boxes for their children. School meal boxes contain five 

breakfasts and five lunches and meet Minneapolis Public Schools Culinary & 

Wellness Services’ (MPS CWS) high standards for nutrition and quality 

ingredients. In every box, children will find school favorites, whole grains, 

fresh fruits, and vegetables. Milk is offered on the side, up to ten milk 

cartons per box. 

• All youth 18 & under can participate. 

• Youth do not need to be enrolled in MPS. 

• Youth, parents, or siblings can pick up one box per child, per week. 

• Pick up at any of the 29 school sites - no registration required. 

• All sites are open Monday through Friday, most from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 

a few have extended hours of 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

MPS is able to offer these free meal boxes to all children, 18 and under, 

through a short-term waiver issued August 31 from the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (read the USDA press release here). After that, MPS will 

continue to serve food to MPS students, and will keep the community 

informed of all changes that will take effect at that time.   

   

For questions, please call 612-668-2820 or contact us. 

https://cws.mpls.k12.mn.us/2020-21_school_year
https://nutritionservices.mpls.k12.mn.us/smb_locations.html
http://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/08/31/usda-extends-free-meals-kids-through-december-31-2020#:~:text=(Washington%2C%20DC%2C%20August%2031,late%20as%20December%2031%2C%202020.
https://cws.mpls.k12.mn.us/contact_us


• Annual Forms – Please take a few minutes to complete these annual back-to-

school forms  

For English please use this link: https://forms.gle/dpH3SRTFGCDt1YfY6  

 

For Spanish please use this link: https://forms.gle/HPD2exLWXT98UuGy9  

• Burroughs Distance Learning School Wide Schedule – The student day during 

Distance Learning begins at 9:00 am and ends at 3:00 pm.  Detailed 

schedules will be communicated by homeroom teachers.  Students will not be 

online for six hours.  The school day will include a combination of screen 

based and non-screen based learning activities.   

• Morning Piano Playing – Mr. Hensley will continue the morning piano playing 

tradition.  Tune into the Burroughs School Facebook page mornings from 

8:50-9:00 am to see Mr. Hensley.  This is a great way for students to get 

energized for the day ahead. 

• Technology Resources and Support - If you have questions or need support 

with student devices, please go to this site 

https://source.mpls.k12.mn.us/support-for-your-students  

• Attendance - During Distance Learning the top priority is that students are 

engaged in learning every day. As such, the definition of an absence is when 

a student, or parent/guardian for elementary students, does not have 

contact with the teacher on an instructional day.  If your child will be 

absent, please notify the school by calling the attendance line at 612-668-

3288. 

• School Spirit Fridays – Celebrate your Burroughs Spirit every Friday.  

Encourage your children to wear our Burroughs Colors (navy blue and yellow) 

or any ‘Burroughs Wear’ they have.  

• Virtual Coffee with the Principal – Beginning in October, I will be hosting a 

monthly ‘Coffee with the Principal’ via Zoom.  This will be an opportunity to 

connect with myself and others in the community throughout the year.  The 

first event will be held on Friday, October 2 at 9:00 am. Zoom invites will be 

sent approximately one week prior to each monthly event. The times for this 

event will alternate between morning and afternoon throughout the school 

year.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.gle/dpH3SRTFGCDt1YfY6__;!!MxD8lHs9xPYQ!etPSikhc89sUUJst-SmvT5CIGUXdIr3JVn93TuprjSjmKBacI9WncjH8XjS6KbrTPal3ErXgAJQ-8GkqWw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.gle/HPD2exLWXT98UuGy9__;!!MxD8lHs9xPYQ!etPSikhc89sUUJst-SmvT5CIGUXdIr3JVn93TuprjSjmKBacI9WncjH8XjS6KbrTPal3ErXgAJTy1TWOiQ$
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eKuAojIi6xb9ZClxg_cWObPVZ0kXtdTx/view?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Education/Burroughs-Community-School-121740155888358/
https://source.mpls.k12.mn.us/support-for-your-students


 

Meet the Burroughs Staff 

Danette McDeid, Special Education Resource Teacher - Danette received her 

undergraduate degree in Oshkosh, Wisconsin and completed her Graduate work at 

Bethel College. She has been a Special Education Teacher with Minneapolis Public 

Schools for 23 years. For the last 10 years she has been a Special Education 

Resource Teacher at Pillsbury School in Northeast Minneapolis. She loves helping 

students find success at school. Teaching reading brings her great joy and helping 

students to develop a growth mindset is so important to her. She strives to keep 

learning fun and engaging. 

Instructional Insights 
Interview-Based Diagnostic Assessments- This year, due to Distance Learning, 

fall assessments will take the form of interview-based diagnostic assessments. The 

purpose of these assessments is for teachers to get to know their students as 

readers and mathematicians.  The information gained from these assessments help 

teachers plan for instruction that will meet individual student needs.  This year, 

for reading, the assessments will include the FASTearly reading in Kindergarten 

and 1st grade and Lexia Core5 placement test in 2nd through 5th grade. In math, 

Concepts of Math will be used in kindergarten and 1st grade, the Conceptual Place 

Value (CPV) assessment in 2nd through 4th grades and the Math Reasoning 

Inventory (MRI) in 5th grade. Teachers will be communicating how/when 

assessments will take place.  The information gathered from these assessments 

will be shared with families at fall conferences. 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

• Tuesday, September 22 - Site Council 5:00 pm, PTA Meeting 6:30 pm 

• Friday, October 2 – Coffee with the Principal 9:00 am 

• Saturday, October 3 – Flu shot clinic 11:00 am-2:00 pm 

• Tuesday, October 13 4:00-8:00 pm and Wednesday, October 14 8:00 

am-4:00 pm – Fall Conferences 

 

        



 
 


