
BURROUGHS COMMUNITY SCHOOL PTA  
MEETING MINUTES - January 2020 

 

Welcome & Introductions 

The mission of Burroughs PTA - We have three primary goals.  

1) We support the school through fundraising and volunteering. Money is raised to support 

academics, extra-curricular activities, school wide curriculum.  

2) We look for ways to build a community of parents, teachers and staff.  

3) Promote parent involvement. Any level of parent participation is appreciated. 

 

    

Other ways parents can be involved: 

Site council – mission is to support school policies and procedures. This is a district mandated council 

that advises on school policies and procedures. There are parents, teachers and school administration 

on the council. They recommend and draft policies for the school to adopt.  

Families for Equity and Justice (FEJ) - Dedicated to racial equity. Volunteering, events, and diverse books 

at the school.  

Area C Meetings - Learn about district design and engage in district policy. This is where you can learn 

more about the Comprehensive District Design.  

 

Administrative Business 

  The minutes from November 2019 are approved.  

 

Treasurer update as of 12/31/19. Eric presents the current budget. 

Income – Budget vs. Actual  

We are having a really good fundraising year. Thank you to everyone for all the incredible support for 

the school. 
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Auction $100K+  

Community impact $236 

Coke $48 

Malt Shop $114 

Kolwalskis $470 

Café Zupas $78.64 

Thomson Reuters $1000 

Chipotle $249 

My Burger $369 

Your Cause (Wells Fargo Give Back program) $1410 

Punch $247 

Yubbler $1641 

- Corporate programs $123 (more is coming in) 

- Book fair 

- Read A Thon (Has not started) 

- Silent Auction (Data is not current) 

o Take $40k, and the income is expected to be higher, and cost lower this year on the 

silent auction. To be available at the next PTA meeting.  

o Discretionary Budget – Remaining $6,673.82 

Two discretionary requests: 

 Volunteer Coffee & Choco machine  

 Erin presents a request that was suggested by a staff person that the 

PTA sponsor a machine for the volunteers. In the lunch room, there are 

so many dedicated volunteers. To be finalized, we would like to define a 

coffee or hot cocoa while volunteering. $430/year for cups, cocoa and 

coffee. This is a way to say “thank you” to all of the volunteers who 

come in daily.  

 Could we look into donations for a machine? There are compostable 

pods. And we may need to include jugs of water.  

 The teachers currently have a single coffee machine in the teacher 

lounge. This would only be for the volunteers.  

 This would be the first item to be funded by the PTA for volunteer 

appreciation. 

 Questions are raised about how much this machine would be used.  

 Other options: a volunteer social event.  

 One idea that was raised is conduct a Facebook opinion poll. 

 Approved: A vote is held to run a pilot for a few months for a 150-cup 

pilot. And then revisit in the spring for the following year.  

 Sinfonia https://www.mnsinfonia.org/education/music-in-the-schools 

 Historically, the PTA has provided a $300 in-kind donation for the 

program. This year, we learned that their grant funding has gone away. 

They are seeking more money for next year’s one-day engagement. 

https://www.mnsinfonia.org/education/music-in-the-schools
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$5500 is the amount for a daily performance. They are not asking us for 

this amount, but are asking for more than $300.  The program offers a 

5th grade presentation, a performance is for all the students in the 

school with class room discussions, k-2 and 3-5th grade session.  

Next steps – Ana Bartl plans to follow up with the program director to 

understand more about their request.  

o What would it take to keep it going? If this becomes an issue 

where they disband.  

o Money is paid at performance so if PTA makes commitment and 

Sinfonia folds or cannot attend, we are not out the money 

o We cannot offer $5500, but PTA approved $1000 to offer to 

director 

 

Safety Emergency Procedures and School Drills 

Overview  

We are required by the state to conduct 5 fire drills, 5 lock down drills, 1 tornado drill, 1 adult 

evacuation drill (not with students). 

There is a building site emergency plan, and every fall training is conducted with the team. Assistant 

Principal Patty Fetter leads this team and writes and revises the plan annually. The team includes: 

Principal Bartl, Patty Fetter assistant principal, Sharon Vonachen nurse, Maggie Nelson secretary, Beth 

Alvarez social worker, engineers. This plan is in preparation of a lock down or lock out.  

We wish we did not need to do these drills and have to speak with the students about these matters, 

but the goal is safety. These drills are meant to keep everyone safe and that is our priority.  Last year the 

school had one evacuation.  

Over the four years as Principal, Ana Bartl realizes the need to communicate when drills are going to 

occur in advance. This is done via eBlast (email) to all families, with the date and time for the drill.  

In the past, families have asked to pick-up their child to avoid their child participating in the drill. 

Families are welcome to pick their child up in advance of the drill. However, during a drill, everyone in 

the school is participating. This is especially important to understand when conducting a lock down drill. 

This is when they are running through the plan in the event there were a threat inside the building.  

Teachers are asked to review the drill protocol with students. Teachers are sensitive to the emotions of 

the students and age appropriate communication.  

The site council is working through the topic of incorporating a script with students as it relates to 

communication.  

Mid-January, there was an eBlast (email) that there would be drills in the new quarter. The drills are not 

currently scheduled but an eBlast will be sent once these dates are finalized. eBlasts come from Maggie 

and drill notifications are also in the Principal’s Note.  
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- Jason Matlock, Director of Emergency Management Safety and Security of the district, speaks 

about the drills and district plans. 

o Minneapolis Public School Emergency Management, Safety and Security website 

https://emss.mpls.k12.mn.us/ 

o Jason has children and understand the importance and impact of the drills. He has 

worked in public safety since 1997. 

o Research and Studies - Nasp https://www.nasponline.org/ – have studies on the impact 

of drills on students. *If doing the drills without the addons, they are helpful for muscle 

memory. (As are the fire drills). We do not want to do the drills to scare students.  

https://apps.nasponline.org/search-results.aspx?q=drills 

 Studies show the drills help in building muscle memory. 

 For the past 10 years, we have focused on drills to learn and build muscle 

memory, and increase survival.  

 Current goal is to be more prescriptive, more scripted and more supportive.  

 Do students feel better with a plan?  

 According to Nasp – they say there is a benefit to being prepared and 

knowing what to do.  

 There is a fine line on fear and benefit. Such as for autism students, the 

Fire drill is very disruptive.  

 The drills here:  

o Lost lights, out of sight. Shut the lights off and be quiet. P 

o Police response time is under 2.5 minutes.  

o We aim to create time of distance between the threat and the 

response time.  

o We do not train how to fight.  

o Responders need space and opportunity to find the threat.  

o The district will be more prescriptive in the future with messaging and more support for 

teachers and administration. Jason mentions that in the past there was not a huge push 

from families on understanding the communication. Today, this is no longer the case. 

The district to have an update with the drill plans for next year.  

o Parents in the PTA meeting identify a need for more communication from 

administration, more support for teachers in scripted messaging, training and 

communication guidelines. Request for more transparency with the families on 

communication, plan and process.  

o Every fall, Burroughs teachers review the emergency plans.  

o Takeaways:  

 A district revised plan to be available next school year 2020/2021.  

 Jason will be meeting with the teachers before the next drill.  

 Families will be notified one week in advance in preparation for the next drill.  

(via eBlast, Principal’s Note, and robocall) 

 At the next staff meeting they will discuss the plan and new requests from 

families wanting more transparency on what is being communicated to 

students. A follow up email from teachers to parents (post-drill) would be 

helpful. 

https://emss.mpls.k12.mn.us/
https://www.nasponline.org/
https://apps.nasponline.org/search-results.aspx?q=drills
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 Drills are a current agenda topic with Site Council. Pertaining to school policy 

and procedures Site Council can support bringing this topic forward.  

 Curriculum night is a potential event to update on the new plans. 

 The Social Worker is available for children having a hard time processing.  

PTA Policies  

- PTA fees  

o Currently, we charge $10 for members. In the PTA bylaws, this paid $10 is required to 

vote. We would like to open this up to all parents, and not for only people paying $10. 

Madeline inquired with the MN PTA, and we can adopt that all memberships are free. 

The PTA covers the $350 cost.   

o PTA participated in a Vote: All are in favor and the PTA to communicate that the rest of 

this year, memberships are free. And dues paid can be refunded.  

- Burroughs Facebook Parent Group  

o There has been discussion on including Fundraiser announcements in the Burroughs PTA 

Facebook page from non-Burroughs Minneapolis public schools. Currently, we are 

including Justice Page and Washburn high school in our FB page. There have been a 

number of parents who have requested to allow other school fundraisers on our FB 

page.  

o Do we expand it to all public Minneapolis schools? Or keep it limited to Burroughs, 

Justice Page and Washburn.  

o There have been two emails from parents on this subject;  

 1) Keep it limited (if there were too many posts, it would dilute the Burroughs 

posts)  

 1) Expand it  

o Information sharing, but limit spam reminders.  

o We include it now, and monitor the post activity. 

 PTA participated in a Ballot Vote: Yes, to expand Facebook posts to allow 

fundraising posts for any/all Minneapolis public schools.  

Read-a-thon  

- Read-a-thon is in action. We need volunteers for the following: 

o Feb 8th – Book Bonanza, run by Laura Tickle. We need a ton of volunteers on February 

7th to sort books, and February 8th we have 30 minutes to 1 hour, serve food, help with 

check out, and animals. Donations are also requested.  

o Button making for the top 10 % of the readers and fundraisers. 

o Tally night – we need 15 volunteers the second week of March.  

o Prize night 3/19, we need all hands-on deck, including teenagers. 

o During the day we need support for the pizza party, principal party.  

o Look for the signup sheet on Facebook and the Burroughs Bulletin.  

 

Shop with Scrip 
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- Laura Tickle speaks on Shop with Scrip. This is an easy way to shop and raise money for 

Burroughs through buying gift cards that give a percentage back to the school. 

- March 4th – Noodles dining for dollars 

- March 1st - Burroughs at the Timberwolves game.  Tickets are $20. (200 seats are reserved and 

also free tickets are available) 

-  

Volunteer opportunities 

- Week of February 3rd is skating week and we need volunteers during your child’s P.E. hour. Meet 

at the warming house to help with skates. 

- Lunchroom and Media volunteers are always needed.  

- March 12th - Mindfulness committee is putting on a parent/staff training – stay tuned for details.  

- Twin tickets sales for the game on Saturday, April 18th. Thank you to Jennie Hartman who has 

volunteered to take on selling tickets again this year.  

- April 22nd is the Burroughs picnic.  

- Please reach out to Miss Alvarez, about Timberwolves tickets. 

- Spring book fair (dates TBD) 

 

Comprehensive District Design – Principal Bartl.  

Special thank you to Julie Gladney and Lori Bois – they have been on all the tours since early November.  

Next Wednesday will be the last tour, with over 200 families touring.  The Read-a-thon auditions were 

so incredible thank you Jen Thorp! And thank you to the Lost and Found organizers during conferences.  

Mid-February – a survey will be sent out regarding the high-level input. The survey – eblast, and paper 

copies at conferences. A more extensive survey about family satisfaction will be sent out in the spring.  

We are looking at a $19-20M deficit and allocations to be received around February 14th.  

Comprehensive District Design –  

- The current district design is from 2 years ago.  

- Burroughs is expected to remain a community school. The area in the green central zone will 

change and move. Otherwise, the remainder of the zoning is expected to remain the same. 

- We are not sure how the design will be for open enrolled students. 

- Magnet – choice may be more limited.  

- For people not in the zone, we do not know how this may impact them. Currently, about 20% 

are out of the community zone.  

- The new models just came out this past fall.  

- High schools are not impacted in the study to date. Focus has been on elementary and middle 

schools, to disband the K-8 schools. 

- January 28th – school board meeting on the plans. The January 24th they are posting it ahead of 

time. On Sept 13, 2019, there was a PowerPoint for more information on the studies. 

https://mpls.k12.mn.us/cdd_documents 

- April a decision is being provided.  

- The plan would go into effect 21-22.  

https://mpls.k12.mn.us/cdd_documents
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- (Windom – Emerson and Sheridan, Spanish emersion -the number of spots available would 

decrease)  

 


